
 

 
 
Dear families, 
 
I want to take a moment during this Holy week to extend my deepest gratitude for your 
trust, commitment, and faith in Immaculate Conception School as we continue this virtual 
learning journey together for your children. This has been a new experience, and I am 
relying on you to continue to be a partner with us as we navigate our daily and weekly 
experiences after Easter break. During my prayer time today, I was reminded that we are 
“one with God and one with each other.” This rings truer for me now than ever. I want you 
to know that I will continue to be your partner, cheerleader, advisor, and guide.  
 
Our school’s philosophy aims to humanize virtual learning by giving our students a voice, 
fostering connections and providing choices for independent and collaborative learning. The 
Lower School teachers continue to work diligently as they create a clear and refined process 
for executing a virtual learning environment. In addition, the students are provided with 
well-rounded non-screen activities that provide a balanced education that enriches learning 
across subject areas. This approach supports developmentally appropriate practices and is 
modified to promote student success on each grade level. 
 
One of the most recent significant changes has been the implementation of Google 
Classroom starting in preschool to grade 3. Eventually, this platform will be the home base 
for your child’s learning experiences. Please allow your child’s teacher to lead you as you 
learn about the benefits Google Classroom has to offer.  
 
Thank you for being your child’s guide as we help one another and ultimately your child 
throughout this Covid-19 experience. The way in which your family reacts and responds to 
these new challenges will be the model for your children to grow upon. Be patient with 
yourselves, stay positive when embracing the many changes that occur in our daily lives, 
and continue to emulate Jesus’ compassionate spirit with everyone. My “virtual” door 
continues to be open; please reach out as needed. I will continue to support your needs as 
parents; there is no concern too small that does not deserve my full attention. My heart is 
with you as you provide your families with familiarity, safety and reassurance.  
 
May these adverse times remind us of the strength of our human spirit, and may God give 
us the wisdom that enables us to practice kindness, patience, trust, and hope throughout 
each day. 
 
Please note that, in line with Governor Murphy’s order, ICS must remain closed throughout 
next week. We'll continue to be in touch about the extension of distance-learning or a 
potential return to school as that information is available.  
 
 
Additionally, the information below is provided to keep you up to date on recent 
modifications. 
 
 



Setting Up Google Classroom for our younger students 
Each Lower School family has a Google Account through Immaculate Conceptions school 
that will require parent assistance to setup for Google Classroom to operate correctly. 
Classroom teachers will email instructions for setup and will be available to assist you. 
  
Please have children dressed and ready to attend school. It is helpful if you provide an 
appropriately structured learning space. What does that mean for early learners? Nothing 
complicated -- we’d politely suggest not having your child eating breakfast/snacks or 
Zooming in bed during class time. The structure of each day is carefully considered and 
matches grade-level expectations. It is our belief that being dressed and ready in a 
structured learning space will be advantageous in establishing a classroom tone. 
 
Specials 
Our specials will post enrichment activities and lessons weekly (every Monday a new 
posting) in your Google Classroom account. However, the time to complete the activities 
and assignments will be more open. This is purposeful and designed to accommodate the 
reality that most parents will be facing in juggling the needs of every member of their family 
at once. We want to make these assignments more interactive and give parents several 
days (even over the weekend or evenings) for completion. Many of the experiences are 
designed for other family members (sisters, brothers, caregivers, mothers and fathers) to 
participate in.  
 
Mrs. Severson’s programs will continue and follow an organized schedule. She will contact 
families directly if your child desires an individual meeting, as to her availability. 
 
Virtual Learning for Young Children 
Research shows the amount of time children ages 3-10 engage in screen time and virtual 
learning varies greatly. You will see a difference in the amount of time being allocated for 
schoolwork as we address children in different grades. Our goal is to be developmentally 
appropriate, and it is worth noting that the allocation of time does not diminish the level of 
rigor but instead honors the differentiated and individual needs of each student.   
 
Classroom Connections 
ICS is committed to working on creative ways to stay connected as a community. I am 
considering creating an online “Parent Board” for parents to share ideas, fun tips, photos, or 
positive encouragement with each other. The intention would be to share and provide a 
positive, safe place where we can focus on things that highlight our collaborative efforts to 
bring joy and happiness to one another. In the meantime, please share positive comments 
and experiences with your classroom teacher.  
 
Virtual Events 
Engaging posts on social media and video platforms are being updated daily. Follow ICS on 
Instagram, Facebook, icsannandale-YouTube, and our ICS website to experience school 
news, announcements and photos/videos of students, faculty and staff, and more. 
 
Technology Issues 
If your student needs assistance with technology issues, please contact your child’s teacher.  
 
 
God bless you and have a wonderful Easter vacation, 
Mrs. Connie Fortunato 


